Verbascum songaricum Schrenk is recorded for the first time in Indian sub-continent from Ladakh and Kashmir provinces of Jammu and Kashmir state, India. A detailed taxonomic description together with diagnostic characters is provided to facilitate its easier identification in the field. Also provided are comparative characters to distinguish V. songaricum from V. thapsus L., the other known plant species from this region.
Introduction
The genus Verbascum L. (Scrophulariaceae) comprises c. 360 species worldwide (Heywood, 1993) . The genus is distributed throughout the temperate areas of northern hemisphere and most of the species prefer dry and exposed habitats (Juan et al., 1997) . The main centre of diversity and evolution of Verbascum is Turkey and Iran (HuberMorath, 1978) . In India, the genus is represented by a single species viz. V. thapsus (Stewart & Randles, 1917; Stewart, 1972; Kachroo et al., 1977; Polunin & Stainton, 1984; Klimeš & Dickoré, 2006; Behera et al., 2014) .
As part of the documentation of floristic diversity in Kargil area of Ladakh, a hitherto unreported species of Verbascum was collected. Closer examination in consultation with authentic descriptions; illustrations, keys and fruit characters provided by Juan et al. (1999) , the specimen was determined as V. songaricum Schrenk. Critical study of previous literature (Stewart & Randles, 1917; Stewart, 1972; Kachroo et al., 1977; Polunin & Stainton, 1984; Klimeš & Dickoré, 2006; Behera et al. 2014) revealed that this species was hitherto not recorded in India. The species is closely related to V. thapsus L., the only known species from India but differs in several characters which are presented in the Habitat: Verbascum songaricum grows in sloppy rocky Mountains in the State.
Distribution:
The species is distributed in China (Xinjiang), Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, Russia (Siberia), Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan; SW Asia and recently reported from Iran (Sotoodeh et al., 2017) and now from India. Present study recorded the species from two districts: Ganderbal (Baltal) and Kargil (Drass, Trespone, Saliakot) in Jammu and Kashmir (Fig. 1) . 
